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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BTRA, ETRD, OVIP 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO US BY COMMERCE MINISTER 
REF: TOKYO 11928 

1. SEPTEMBER 18, ON RETURN BY COMMERCE MINISTER 

K AM ART 17, Z AM AN FROM TOKYO, CHARGE DELIVERED WRITTEN 
MESSAGE (STATE 179067) SUGGESTING VISIT TO US AND 
MEETING WITH COMMERCE SECRETARY DENT. JOINT SECRETARY 
AHSAN HAS SINCE REPORTED THAT PRIME MINISTER APPROVES 
OF IDEA. NO FORMAL ADVICE AS YET RECEIVED. 

2. AHSAN INFORMS US THAT QUESTION THAT NOW ARISES IS 
ONE OF TIMING. MINISTER S TOUR OF EEC COUNTRIES HAS 
BEEN LINKED TO FIT WITH EEC NEGOTIATONS EXPECTED IN 
BRUSSELS TOWARD END OF SEPTEMBER. THESE NOW POSTPONED 
UNTIL MIDDLE OF OCTOBER. FROM BRUSSELS, MINISTER WAS 

TO PROCEED TO US. PREVIOUSLY, MINISTER WAS TO LEAVE 
FOR TOUR EEC COUNTRIES SEPT 24 (DACCA 4059) AND 
THOUGHT WAS HE WOULD BE IN US IN PERIOD OCTOBER 5-12 
(DACCA 3765). NOW, ACCORDING AHSAN, HE WILL NOT BE 
LEAVING BANGLADESH UNTIL OCTOBER 4/5 AND EXPECTATION 
IS HE WOULD BE GOING TO US NOVEMBER 5/6 TO 12. 

3. AHSAN ASKED WHETHER COMMERCE SECRETARY COULD 
RECIEVE KAMARUZZAMAN DURING THAT PERIOD NOVEMBER. 
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